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AFTERSHOCKS CONTINUE IN CENTRAL IDAHO
By Stephen Kemp 
University Relations Office 
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
Aftershocks measuring up to 4.9 on the Richter Scale continue to rattle 
central Idaho, site of the Oct. 28 quake that killed two children in Challis.
Steven Sheriff, director of the University of Montana earthquake research 
laboratory, said he has recorded more than one quake a day since the one on Oct. 28. 
That earthquake measured 6.9 on the Richter Scale and was the largest in the 
continental United States since 1959.
Sheriff expects the aftershocks, which have ranged from less than 1 to 
nearly 5 on the Richter Scale, to continue for months. He predicts aftershocks 
of magnitude 4 and higher to occur as late as this summer.
An earthquake of magnitude 4 can cause moderate damage in a populated areaQ
Like the Oct. 28 earthquake, the aftershocks are caused by the pulling 
apart of the North American continent, Sheriff explained.
When stress from this pulling apart reaches a certain point, rocks on and 
beneath the earth's surface break, resulting in an earthquake.
Sheriff estimates the separation to be occurring in the Challis area at a 
rate of about one millimeter per year.
The most recent major aftershock, Jan. 25, registered 4.5 on the Richter 
Scale.
Prior to the Oct. 28 earthquake, the laboratory received no signals
(over)
aftershocks continue— add one
indicating that a major quake was imminent. Sheriff said that it is still 
"virtually impossible to predict earthquakes."
Earthquakes of the magnitude experienced on Oct. 28 may occur in the 
Challis area every 50 to 100 years, Sheriff said.
He said Challis is located along the Intermountain seismic belt, the 
second most active earthquake belt in the United States. Only the San Andreas 
fault in California is more active.
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